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Could it be,a

lack pearl2!

Hey.

My mecharical pencil i gone.

Thbet ost it in one of the hallways at school.

Isquatted down to search for it in my bag.

Everything el s there.

Laumis

Under the sars.

Waiting for me to fiish picking up al the things | dropped agin
1

Looked at my photo of Ryuichi.

So
uniform,



Even though it wasjust one oo, my pocket el heavy
Whatshould 1 do?

Today, Lz promisd that shed teach me v o cok.
"Yorite Shinu Himeno, righ?”

T

Someone was standing beind e

Sudenly, | tmed my head s hey sid my name

And they met my eyes

o the il with the et black saight i

With et blackeyes

el ik v seen her somewhere before
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on

Oni.

Ohbhlih.

Tremembered.

1t that gl with the smiek Tike she won something.
s thegirl who was having lunch with Ryuuichi.
“Iknew it you e Shinjo,

“How do you know my name?”

“Tee hee hee.”

What the hc.

asked her a question, and she just laughed in response
How rude.

She was looking at me like my sience was cute.
Hertrue personality didnt change at all though

She must be the new transfer student everyone has been talking abou.



Hu?
There's something shinin.
Onerchest.

Aneckisce.

Apeart?

Just ke mine?

No

s difeence.

Tonly s it or  second ot

st pik

Tewas atouly difentcoor

Ttwas acolor ke the dephs ofthe sa

Dark black.
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My necklace has a pnk pear.
Bt 1 was surprised at how smila her necklace s 0 mine.

A black pearl

My grandma said something about tht once.

1t had o do with the sea witch Wyndia

‘She saidshe used magic with her black pearl.

I'wonder ifthe black pearl onthis gifs necklace is magic too
No.

Ican'tbe.

Im overtinking this.

on o

Tound it



Rywichi
He must be on his way home afte extracurriculars.

Lois of people were clamoring down the hallway with him
But

My eyes instantly focused in on Ryuichi.

“Ryuuichi! Q"

Lealled o him.

Actually, 1 kind of shouted down the hallway o him,

But, the gl n frontof me did't seem 1o ntice Ryuichi,
‘When I called Ryuuichi's name. he jumped and looked round.
“Hey, what are you doing shouting at Ryuuichi ike that?”
Wl ifs crowded s0."

“Ifhe loved you, he'd notice you right away and you woulds't need to
shout”
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Thats what Lzumi said.

Attunch.

Outside the window.

‘e fist ersont look fr Ryuuichiwas Lzumi,

o have noicd him without he saying something
Andso.

Alhough Ryuuichi makes me happy. h cat be mine alone
B

wonder i Ry could at et rtum my fecins,
Ry

By my side

Thinking of him next to another girlsends a ol o pain through my
chest.

“What are you doing?”

A, Rywichit Q"



She was smiling a Rywichi,

msorry."

That gl

She's totally different around him than around me.
She almst scems kind of cute.

i, oy Ry snd | made promie o exch ol nd
Tl o mdencs o

Whassat
A promise?
Noway
eantblive it
Wha thehel.
“Big brother”
Sudely, Seiko ppeared and sood igh next 1o Ryuichi,

“The freshman classroom had just dismissed
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B, thats Siko for you. An overacheiver

e rally does love her big brothr, though

iko, what are you doing here?”

“Hey, b brothe, who s that il with you? Are you o going
someihere together?”

Even though [ wanted o hear s esponse, | could tell Seiko was
intently lsening (oo

"You goof. You know I'm partof the committe in my class who does
orientation fo allthe transfer students”™

Ryuuichi explained 0 Seiko.
on.
Thank god.

But

“That gt smile - ke she had won something

Tt bothers me.



Ryuichi
ook a fina gance at him.

He tumed his head back o glanceat me 1o,

And he trmed and facd me while walking ackvards.

Fora moment.

He el looked at .

e almost seemed ik he realy took e of me for the st .
“The Mermaids Legend”

Once very 1000 years.

A Menmid Princess becomes human,

1Fshe inds the personshe loves by her 161 birthday

And makes a vow of ove.
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Bu

by her 161h birthday she doesa i

e lover.
And docsnt make a vow of love.

And docsn't get kiss on the s,

“Then,the mermaid world will dseppear

Andso.

T cant give p!

161 can become the il Ryuihifoves, 11 be OK!
161be kay._sigh?

But

Inmy hear,



Fromthe first moment we met, my heart has made me wonder.

‘Whatif he never allsin love with me...or what ifhe decides he hates
me... what will T do?
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